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gold* silver and other valuables that have been se-
cured from the burials In and about the ruins. But
as was the case throughout the Incan Empire, the
majority of the inhabitants were poor and possessed
little or nothing In the way of precious metal. Such
things were reserved for royalty, the priests and the
aristocracy, and only occasionally Is a mummy found
which bears golden ornaments. But before the com-
ing of the Spaniards, Pachacamac Itself was fabu-
lously rich in gold. Pisarro heard tales of the city's
treasures when at Cajamarca In 1522, and It was di-
rectly due to these stories that he came to the Blmae
Valley. At that time the Temple of the Sun, rising
above the city, was fairly filled with gold and silver
In the form of holy vessels, ornaments, Idols, Images,
decorations, offerings, a golden altar and an immense
golden sun. Everything of this sort that they could
find, was stolen by the Dons and cast into the melt-
ing-pot, thus robbing the world and science of what
were probably the most priceless archeological
treasures in the history of the world, for the mas-
sive golden objects at Pachacamac were largely of
pre-Incan origin and may have dated back to the
first inhabitants of South America.
Pachacamac was not, however, the only city of im-
portance in the vicinity, or near the coast of what is
now Peru. Everywhere In the BImac Valley, along
the coastal plain, back in the hills and in every valley
from Chan-Chan to Mollendo and beyond, are the
remains of large, well-built cities; everywhere are
adobe walls, immense mounds, the ruins of villages
and of temples. Countless more have completely
vanished, the adobe of which they were composed